
Cornell Notes Rubric 
(15 pts per “set”) 

 

 

Left Hand Notes / Questions (5 – 3 – 1 – 0 pts) 

 

Consists of main ideas and “higher level” questions that require an explanation 

(compare, explain, discuss, describe, etc.) that involves the details provided in the right 

hand notes.  

 

 5 = Main Ideas and 2-3 or more higher level questions. 

 3 = Main Ideas and 1 higher level question. 

 1 = Main Ideas with no higher level questions 

 0 = None provided. 

 

Right Hand Notes (5 – 3 – 1 – 0 pts) 

 

Consist of details / information that pertain to the main ideas listed in the left hand notes.   

 

 5 = Notes provide clear and precise details, and are neat. 

 3 = Notes are clear and legible but are lacking in detail. 

 1 = Notes are incomplete or unclear. 

 0 = None provided. 

 

 

Summary (5 – 3 – 1 – 0 pts) 

 

Students write a concise paragraph (50-150 words) of what was learned / covered during 

the note-taking session.  

 

 5 = There is a clear and concise paragraph regarding what they learned. 

 3 = There are a few sentences that shows he/she understands the material. 

 1 = Student has written a few sentences that lack detail. 

 0 = None provided. 

 

 



Current Issues Assignment 
(15 points each) 

 
General Rules  
 

 - This assignment is considered a final draft…proof-read and edit before turning it in. 

- Each must be typed or printed neatly in black or blue ink. 

 -not typed/ink, messy, or in pencil (-3 pts) 

- The source / article must be attached (photocopies allowed). (missing article = -5 pts) 

- Be prepared to ”present” your article to the class. 

- All current issues assignments are to be kept in your portfolio / notebook. 

- Up to ten (10) pts for following proper format ( headings, word count, paragraphs, etc.)   

 - If only one (1) paragraph  (-5 pts) 

 

Format Guidelines 

 

- See below for details. 

- Each assignment should resemble what is shown below. 

 

 

Title (-2)    Name 

     (source, date) (-1)    Period 

           Date 

Summary (-1)  

 

The “Summary” paragraph should be written (and properly paraphrased) in a manner that is both 

concise and informative.  Here, the reader should be provided with important information, facts, 

and details pertaining to the topic.  Avoid imparting your opinion or personal thoughts into this 

portion of the paper.  This paragraph should be between 75 and 150 words.  BEWARE…do not 

start the paragraph with a phrase similar to this…In the article…, The article stated that…, My 

article talked about…, etc.  Include the word count total for this paragraph at the end of the 

paragraph.  Place the word count in parentheses at the end of the last sentence.  (109 wds)  (-1)  

 

Analysis  (-1)  

 

The “Analysis” paragraph is your opportunity to comment on the information that you read and 

summarized.  Specifically, you need to provide an analysis regarding whether or not the 

author(s) claim is properly supported with valid and/or reliable, fact-based evidence.  Also, feel 

free to share your thoughts and/or feelings regarding the article.  Did you like it? What new 

information did you learn?  How might this newly acquired knowledge affect you or someone 

you know?  Was the article written well?  What further questions might you have now regarding 

this topic?   Do not use this section to further summarize the article.  This paragraph should be 

between 75 and 150 words long and must also have a word count provided as was done above. 

(98 wds)  (-1)  

 


